Native American scholarships
Many scholarship programs are specifically for Native American students, with opportunities offered by both dedicated foundations and general scholarship providers
. To qualify for most Native American-specific scholarships, you must prove tribal enrollment or ancestry. 
Major scholarship organizations
These large, dedicated organizations collectively provide a substantial amount of scholarship funding for Native American students.
· American Indian College Fund (AICF): The Full Circle Scholarship is available to any Native American U.S. citizen who is an enrolled member or descendant of an enrolled member of a state or federally recognized tribe. The application for the 2025-2026 academic year opens on February 1, 2025, and is open to undergraduate and graduate students. https://collegefund.org 
· American Indian Science and Engineering Society (AISES): This organization provides scholarships for Indigenous students pursuing degrees in STEM fields.
https://aises.org/ 
· Native Forward Scholars Fund: A major provider of scholarships for Native students pursuing undergraduate, graduate, and professional degrees. The organization recently received a $50 million gift from philanthropist MacKenzie Scott to further support Native scholars.  https://www.nativeforward.org 
· Association on American Indian Affairs (AAIA): Offers scholarships to undergraduate and graduate Native American students who are citizens/members of their Tribal Nation, including those not federally recognized. They also have specific scholarships, such as the Allogan Slagle Scholarship for students not enrolled in federally recognized tribes. http://www.indian-affairs.org 
· American Indian Services (AIS): The AIS Scholarship is a need-based award for undergraduate Native American and Alaska Native students. 
https://americanindianservices.org/scholarships 

· Cobell Scholarship: Administered by Indigenous Education, Inc., this program is for American Indian and Alaska Native students and has supported nearly 2,000 students in recent cohorts. https://cobellscholar.org

· Indian Health Service (IHS) Scholarships: Offers scholarships for American Indian and Alaska Native students pursuing health professions to address the healthcare needs of their communities. https://www.ihs.gov 


Other notable scholarships
· Udall Undergraduate Scholarship: Supports Native American and Alaska Native students for leadership, public service, and commitment to tribal or environmental issues. https://www.udall.gov
· Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) American Indian Scholarship: A financial award offered by the DAR. http://www.dar.org 
· Truman D. Picard Scholarship: Dedicated to Native American students pursuing degrees in Natural Resources. https://www.itcnet.org 
· American Indian Medical Scholarship: Supports Native students in healthcare careers who plan to work on reservations or in hospitals serving Native communities. https://nscda.org   
Tips for finding and applying for scholarships
· Check with your tribe: Many tribal nations offer their own scholarships for their citizens. Contact your tribal office for information on available programs.
· Use scholarship search engines: Websites like Scholarships.com and Scholarships360 allow you to filter opportunities by race and ethnicity to find relevant awards.
· Research college-specific programs: Many universities have special scholarships or grants for Native American students. For example, the American Indian Endowed Scholarship is available for Washington State students, and New York University offers the Lenape Scholarship.
· File the FAFSA: To be eligible for most need-based aid, you must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). https://studentaid.gov 

